
“Resolve” 

 Enemy of resolve:  ___________________________. 
 Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.                                              

—Philippians 3:2 
 
 
 

 Enemy of resolve:  ___________________________. 
 Though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the 

flesh, I have more: 5  circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6  as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, 
faultless. 

—Philippians 3:4-6 
 

 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8  What is more, I consider everything a 
loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9  and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God 
and is by faith. 10  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death.                                                                                                —Philippians 3:7-10 
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 The very credentials these people are waving around as something special, I’m tearing up and throwing out with 
the trash—along with everything else I used to take credit for. And why? Because of Christ. Yes, all the things I 
once thought were so important are gone from my life. Compared to the high privilege of knowing Christ Jesus 
as my Master, firsthand, everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant—dog dung. I’ve dumped it 
all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ and be embraced by him. I didn’t want some petty, inferior brand 
of righteousness that comes from keeping a list of rules when I could get the robust kind that comes from trust-
ing Christ—Gods righteousness.  

—Philippians 3:7-9 (The Message) 
 

 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead,  14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heav-
enward in Christ Jesus.                                                              —Philippians 3:13-14 

 
 
 

Resolve: I want to know the love of Jesus Christ and 
experience His power in my life. 
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